
An economic analysis, donc
by economist Richard Vyn,
looked at cover crop seed and
planting costs as well as herbi-
cides to control the rye. But Vyn
found thar in nrcst cates the cover
crop plots were as profitable, or
morc so, as pl6ts gmwn without
colerclops.
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Soybean inocuhnt shows solid payback
ou won't make a lot of money applyinS soy
bean inoculant\ on a ljeld with a history ot:

bear production. But then again, a recently com-
pleted Ontario study shows there's a good chance
you'll triple your input investment.

The debate over whether to in@ulate fields
with an established soybean rctation has been
ongoing foryears, with some expens suggesting
there's little benefit and others insisting that the
modest $3-4lacre investment is more than worth
ir.

OMAFRA soybean lead Horst Bohner
believes a three-year, Ontario-wide study com-
pleted this fall stnuld put the matter to rcst. Wiih
some 38 lffation /years, Bohner believe.s the data
set is fairly rcliable.

When all the sites were tallied, the average
yield benellt from inoculalinB llelds wilh a his
fory of bean production was 1.25 bushels. The
cooler weather of2010 provided a 1.8 bushel
boos! Bohner says. lt seems that in a year where
some fields didnl nodulzrte.until late in drc grow
ing season the additional rhizobia paid greater
dividends than in a warm season.

Other eifly rcsults ofthe study
suggest the cover crops are of
little benefit in controlling we€ds
and can prqluce more pest pres-
sure, such :rs European q)m bor
ers being attracted to oats and
rye. Smut problems in the com
s€emed to be greater in the oil-
s€ed radish/rye mix, VaD E€rd
said.

Interestingly lhere wasn't a lot ofvariation.
Seventy five per cent ofthe ilots saw a positive
response and most of these fell into the one to
two addilional bushel range. "I think the results
are pretty compelling," Bohner says.

He figures it's an easy way for grcwe$ to
squeeze an extra bushel out oftheir crop without
a lot ofinconlenience. "lt wonl change the world
but modem inoculants are very user-friendly,
especially when the seed bompanies are willing
to apply them for you," he says.

One ofthe'e new pffducr\ i \  Becker Under-
wood's recently registered Hicoat N/T 5225, a
so-called bio$acked pre-inoculant tlat comes on
the se€d and stays vllble for up to fi days when
applied without a chemical seed treatment,
according to the company. Having it applied at
the seed source means morc even coverage than
what might be expected with on farm
application.

Bohner says he's especidlly pleasedbecause
the results of the three-year study fit very well
with similar research done in Michigan and
Ohio.
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irldg
y needs gen*ically modified wheat and the
logy uie agreernents that wil go along with
rt now, average com yields are irdvancing
ale of four bushels per yeat while whear is
g one. In l0 years that means com will be
hels ahead while wheat will have gained a
r of thal "If we don't go to biotech wheat
uit grwing i('he predicted.
;ill agronomist Pat Lynch agreed, saying
xs rn \arieties are the result oflarge com_
iN€sting lots ofmoney. That's unlikely as
rfarmers arE able Io buy a new variety (mc€,
aut bin-run seed in subsequent yea$.

Gover crop rcsearch yielde early resultg

A Un iversity ofcuelph stud)
f\o look at the benelits of
interseedjng an alfalfa cover
crop into sweet and seed com
slands is tuming out to be a lo1
more far-reaching.

The new projec! being done in
conjunction with the soil and
crop impmlEment associatioD,
was initially intended to look al


